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commitment to sobriety.
That was the message 

on Thursday, Oct. 5, as several 
program participants from 
Union and Towns counties 
graduated from drug court 
after more than two years 
of court-imposed personal 
accountability.

A special guest to the 
Oct. 5 graduation was Tim 
Ryan, known nationally as the 
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Tim Ryan addressed hundreds of Union County High School students at the Fine Arts Center 
on Wednesday, Oct. 4. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

“Dope Man” after his A&E TV 
documentary on addiction that 
aired in the summer.

Ryan runs the “A Man in 
Recovery Foundation,” and is 
the national outreach director 
for Transformations Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment Centers.

Prior to his rise to national 
fame, which has included 
high-profile interviews on 
Fox News, CNN and other 
TV outlets, Ryan served prison 

time for crimes connected 
to his addiction to heroin 
and other substances, and he 
even lost his son to a heroin 
overdose.

Since then,  he  has 
committed his life to staying 
sober and helping others to get 
treatment for and master their 
addictions.

He came to the North 
Georgia Mountains on an 
invitation extended by his 
longtime friend Jennifer 
Staller, who is a therapist 
with Cornerstone Counseling 
Center.

As an addiction specialist, 
Staller works directly with 
North Enotah Drug Court 
program participants, and 
she and Court Coordinator 
Barbara Honaker were thrilled 
to learn that Ryan would be 
visiting to speak with program 
participants.

“If you think you are 
going to walk out of here and 
kumbaya, things are going 
to be good – they won’t,” 
said Ryan in the graduation. 
“You’re going to have trials 
and tribulations. You could 
have a family member that 
passes away, it could be a good 
friend that dies from a drug 
overdose.

“It could be the loss of a 

job. It could be a grandmother 
that passes away. And you 
need to have the coping skills 
and life skills to make the right 
choices to move forward.

“That is not picking 
up and using, because that’s 
what we’re used to doing. It’s 
working a program, it’s not 
being co-dependent on toxic 
people.” 

Ryan asked that, while he 
was down here, he be allowed 
to speak in front of as many 
people as possible to spread 
his life story and message that 
there is hope after dope.

During his stay, Ryan 
reached more than 1,000 high 
school kids between Union 
County Schools and Towns 
County Schools in assemblies, 
and he hosted a public gathering 
the evening of Thursday, Oct. 
5, at the Union County Schools 
Fine Arts Center.

Ryan used both humor 
and the stark realities of 
addiction and statistics to 
convey a message that drug 
use can lead to dark situations, 
but that there’s always hope for 
better, drug-free days.

T o w n s  C o u n t y 

Sole Commissioner Cliff 
Bradshaw attended the drug 
court graduation in the Union 
County Courthouse, and he 
said he would like to see 

about alternating the hosting 
of the North Enotah Drug 
Court graduation ceremonies 
between Towns and Union 
counties moving forward.

Cornerstones Counselor Jennifer Staller introducing her 
longtime friend Tim Ryan at drug court graduation on 
Thursday, Oct. 5. Photo/Shawn Jarrard
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY! Haircuts
Men $11+ • Women $15+

M - T - W 8AM-5PM
30 Years Experience

Kevin Chapman
          at

101 Pat Haralson Memorial Dr C, 
Blairsville, GA 30512

Old Barber, New Town

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides 
through serene woods, open meadows and 
mountain streams.  Reservations recommended 

Book now for your fall foliage 
ride in one of North Georgia’s 

most beautiful mountain settings 

Guided Trail Ride 
Fall Foliage from Horseback  

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth HemphillGeorge 423-305-8958

Epilepsy 
Support Group
You are not alone!
We meet the last Saturday of the 

Month at 3 o’clock at 
Cook’s Restaurant in Blairsville, GA

Serving North Georgia since 1997
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience • Insured 

Local & Long Hauls

  Cathy Jarrett
  Licensed Insurance Agent

  706-781-7832 • cathy@cathyjarrett.com

Life • Health • Medicare Products

Annual Enrollment for Medicare
is October 15th - December 7th
Let me help you make the right 
decisions concerning your healthcare 


